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10/11/23 * COVID» NEWS 


Yes, Treating COVID Patients With 
Hydroxychloroquine Can Save Lives 


Hospitalized patients who took hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) survived COVID-19 infections more 
frequently than those who did not, according to a study published this month in New Microbes and 
New Infections. While the retrospective study did not prove that HCQ cures COVID, its results justify 
further investigation into HCQ as part of a larger effort to manage the disease. 


By Angelo DePalma, Ph.D. 
Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 
Hospitalized COVID-19 patients treated with hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) alone, or HCQ plus the 


antibiotic azithromycin, had significantly lower mortality than those not receiving the drugs, 
according to a study released this month in New Microbes and New Infections. 


Researchers in Belgium that just 16.7% of COVID-19 patients given HCQ, with or without 
azithromycin, died within 28 days compared to 25.9% among those not taking HCQ — a 35% 
lower mortality. 


After adjusting for age differences, the risk of death was still 24% lower for HCQ-treated 
hospitalized patients. 


The survival benefit was seen across all ages and was Statistically significant. 


The results support the efficacy of HCQ and azithromycin in improving outcomes for hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients. This contrasts with earlier studies using dangerously high HCQ doses that 
found no benefits. 


RFK Jr. and Brian Hooker’s 
New Book: “Vax-Unvax”’ 


Who participated in the study? 


Led by Dr. Gert Meeus, a nephrologist at AZ Groeninge Hospital, Kortrijk, Belgium, researchers 
collected data from March 16 to May 20, 2020 — the first few months of the pandemic. 
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They compared outcomes for 352 COVID-19-positive, HCQ-treated adults hospitalized at AZ 
Groeninge Hospital with those of 3,533 patients across Belgium who did not receive the drug. 


Treated patients averaged 69.7 years versus 73.1 years for the control group. While this age 
difference favors the younger subjects who face less risk from the virus, this factor was more 
than offset by the treatment group’s higher incidence of high blood pressure, diabetes, liver and 
lung diseases, and weakened immunity. 


Treated subjects were also more obese — a COVID-19 risk factor — with lower blood oxygen 
(suggesting severe illness) and higher C-reactive protein levels. C-reactive protein is a blood 
marker for inflammation and poor COVID-19 outcomes. 


During the 28 days following initial treatment, 16.7% of patients who received HCQ, either alone 
or with azithromycin, died compared with 25.9% in the control group. 


How was HCQ administered? 


For the study, 299 patients (85%) received HCQ plus azithromycin versus 53 who took HCQ 
alone. Researchers only prescribed the antibiotic when they suspected bacterial pneumonia. 
Data for HCQ alone and HCQ plus azithromycin were combined. 


Subjects received HCQ as two 400-milligram doses on day one and two 200-milligram doses on 
days two through five. 


Patients younger than 75 years received 500 milligrams of azithromycin for five days. Older 
patients took 500 milligrams on day 1 and 250 milligrams per day for four days. 


88% of patients received the full treatment course but 12% took the drugs for less time, at the 
caregiver's discretion, due to side effects or reaching a terminal condition. 


Otherwise, side effects observed in 197 patients were mild and mostly stomach issues. One 
patient had hallucinations and two developed a skin rash. 


Thirteen patients dropped out of the study due to side effects, including 4 of 15 who developed 
heart muscle abnormalities — despite an earlier study reporting an association between HCQ 
and lower cardiovascular risk. 


Nine patients dropped out because of digestive upset. One patient developed an abnormal but 


nonfatal post-study heart rhythm, but no treated patients experienced sudden death or irregular 
heartbeat during the study. 
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“The Wuhan Cover-Up” 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 


ORDER NOW 


How the drugs work 


HCQ and azithromycin work together to eliminate the COVID-19 virus, but the drugs may benefit 
patients in other ways. 


Both drugs act on the immune system in ways that may suppress the COVID-19 cytokine storm 
responsible for much of COVID-19-related illness and death. 


HCQ may also prevent blood clots in COVID-19 patients, while azithromycin may prevent 
additional, non-lung bacterial infections. 


HCQ was approved in the U.S. in 1955 to treat malaria, but because of its anti-inflammatory 
effects it is also prescribed to adults to treat autoimmune diseases like lupus and rheumatoid 
arthritis. 


Most serious side effects — including retinopathy, which causes blindness — occur after years of 
use, while COVID-19 treatments generally last for less than one week. 


The World Health Organization lists HCQ as an “essential medicine” based on its “safety, efficacy 
and public health relevance.” 


Study strengths and weaknesses 


Meeus designed his study and interpreted his findings to include results that may not have 
supported the “safety and efficacy” of HCQ. 


For example, all patients receiving at least one dose of HCQ were included in the treatment 
group regardless of whether they completed the study. One dose of HCQ was unlikely to affect 
their survival, but including such patients would have increased mortality numbers in the 
treatment group, thereby underestimating HCQ survival benefits. 


Excluding very sick patients in a survival study tends to make data appear stronger because 
fewer deaths invariably occur among healthier subjects. Meeus and coworkers did not do this. 
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Meeus’ results also likely underestimated the benefits of HCQ treatment by reviewing patients 
only after hospitalization, when they were already quite sick. COVID-19 treatment experts stress 
the importance of treatment before patients reach this stage. 


This retrospective study associated a current outcome (death) with an earlier effect (receiving 
HCQ). Retrospective studies are less capable of establishing causation than prospective studies 
that first look at the intervention or cause and only later for effects. 


Another potential study shortcoming involves the statistics investigators chose to report HCQ’s 
benefits. A reduction in deaths from 25.9% to 16.7% is a 36.5% decrease, but the effect is smaller 
when survival, not death, is the outcome measured. 


Death rates of 25.9% and 16.7% mean that 83.3% of treated and 74.1% of untreated patients 
survived, for an overall survival benefit under 10%. 


Reporting relatively large differences between two small numbers is a common strategy for 
amplifying modest clinical benefits. 


Meeus did not account for the many observational studies carried out by such doctors as Didier 
Raoult, Vladimir Zelenko, Pierre Kory, Peter McCullough and others using HCQ with azithromycin 
and/or zinc to treat COVID-19 beginning in 2020 — some with very large practices — all 
demonstrating significant benefits with early treatment. 


He also did not review early treatment randomize4 «erteeteisle_ artha manu athar studies 


NVA | 


showing clear benefits of HCQ treatment. 


The CHD Bus | rottow tne Bus 


THE PEOPLES STUD! 


Conclusion: ‘remarkable’ results 


The authors described their results as “remarkable” since large HCQ studies during the first 
pandemic year showed no benefit. 


However, where Meeus and co-workers used HCQ at standard doses, the earlier trials used a 
fourfold higher total dose, including an initial dose seven times higher than the maximum 
approved dosage. 
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For example the WHO “Solidarity” and U.K. “Recovery” clinical trials used HCQ dosages that were 
considered fatal. 


According to Meeus, other studies (see here, here, and here) using more reasonable HCQ dosing 
failed because they did not recruit enough subjects to show a Statistically significant effect. 


One of these studies found a 44% reduction in death at 28 days but included too few patients to 
be able to claim an HCQ benefit. 


Image legend: Percentage of patients who died in the HCQ group (white bars) vs. the no-HCQ group 
(black bars) by age group. A survival benefit was seen in all age groups. While about 2.5% of untreated 
31- to 44-year-olds died during the study, no treated patients in this age group died. Credit: Gert 
Meeus et al. 


Meeus concluded: 
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“Our study suggests that, despite the controversy surrounding its use, treatment with 
hydroxychloroquine and azithromycin remains a viable option. The favorable results and 
reassuring safety data support the need for adequately powered confirmatory randomized 
controlled trials using low dose hydroxychloroquine plus azithromycin. 


“Given the pandemic emergency it is reasonable to give this treatment the benefit of the 
doubt pending the results of these trials or the advent of better treatment options.” 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Angelo DePalma, Ph.D. 
Angelo DePalma, Ph.D., is a science reporter/editor for The Defender. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on legal 
strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those injured. We can't do it 
without your support 
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O Gary Brown — P 


4 days ago 
<a 


08/07/2020 America’s Frontline Doctors website exposes criminal campaign by Big Tech to censor 
coronavirus cures 


Dr. Simone Gold, who heads up AFD, actually published a “white paper” on hydroxychloroquine 
(HCQ), one such cure that both the government and Big Tech do not want the public to know 
actually works. 


http://medicine.news/2020-0... 
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© Bill Hicksville — P 


=> 3 days ago edited 
Debbie Lusignan (aka, "Nurse Rose’) is rolling in her grave right now, to see that nearly FOUR YEARS 


into Fake COVID, CHD is still purporting that there is such a thing as a "COVID Case". 


Oh yeah? Then pray tell me, 

How can we tell? 

What is the objective diagnostic criteria for COVID? 

What is the differential diagnosis? 

Is there a sure fire way to diagnose COn-VID clinically? If so, then which symptom or symptoms are 
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pathognomonic (indicative) of COVID? 


Oh wait. We were told ASYMPTOMATIC people could transmit COnVID, so clearly there IS NO WAY 
to diagnose COVID clinically. 


So what's left? Well what about a serum test? Blood, saliva, nasal swab, throat swab, BALF (lung 
fluid), snot, semen, earwax, toejam, pus, bile, etc? Some kind of Validated LAB TEST (proven reliable 
end-to-end, calibrated against Certified Reference Materials)? 


Oh that's right, the best we have is PCR, and both the Corman/Drosten PCR and the CDCs PCR were 
made with MOCK CLINICAL SPECIMENS, because no CRM for SARS-CoV-2 "was available at the 


see more 
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p. gutierrez — - 
3 days ago 

In 2020, | purchased some hydroxychloroquinine and azithromycin from E-Bay sellers 

overseas, and E-Bay promptly cancelled my E-Bay account. | received both, but never used either. 
Trump had 'suggested' both as possible Covid-19 therapuetics at one time. 


1 0 Reply e Share> 
© kris — h 
4 days ago 
> n7 
VY 
1 o Reply e Share> 
Tracy Kolenchuk — PFP 
4 hours ago 


What happens when hydroxychloroquine cures a COVID patient? Nothing. There is no (approved) 
cure for COVID. What happens when hydroxychloroquine saves a COVID patient's life? Nothing. 
Almost everybody "recovers" from COVID. What happens when a COVID patient treated with 
hydroxychloroquine dies? Obviously, the drug doesn't work. That's the (bureaucracy of) science.... to 
your health, tracy 

author: A New Theory of Cure 
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GarySummers — P 
3 days ago 
EDDC AIII r SEIN Ar aeelAvavan!! Min Aal ITAA Cra ALIAAN ualle 
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“"“DRACANING™. 7" IWVIUTUCTEIS VUI GUUVE THe OMIOKNIY GUILE” 
**Sharing Is Caring** **Sharing Is Caring** 


"They knew in early 2021 the Jabs would create "Blood Clots" and "Myocarditis" they Suppressed it, 


and deceived people to get the jabs, knowing it would Kill Americans!" 
Even the ‘Surgeon General’, and 'Pres. Biden knew! Red State Attorney Generals? 


"46 Pages FOIAed Emails Between 'CDC Leaders, 'Dr. 

Fauci’, 'Dr. Collins', and 'White House, NIH, HHS', Show They Knew About 
Vaccine-Induced ‘Myocarditis and Thrombotic Thrombocytopenia’, a ‘Blood 
Clotting Disorder’. Emails Over 80% Redacted." 


"Attorney Edward Berkovich submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) stating, 

“| request emails sent by and received by Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky, 

Sherri A. Berger, and Kevin Griffis (all of whom are CDC personnel) on 

dates beginning February 1, 2021 through May 31, 2021, containing the 


word myocarditis.” DailyClout reported on the initial 472-page production from that FOIA on August 


29, 2023" 
https://dailyclout.io/46-pa... 
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